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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Niall Currie 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Difficulty in finding a route to market for energy produced on wind farms. 

A lack of financial incentives/financial viability for individuals and businesses to make 
sustainable choices. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

A circular economy where companies producing and distributing products are financially 
encouraged to make products that are re-useable/have a long life and can be repaired and 
are penalised for producing waste e.g. single use plastic packaging. 

Financial incentives to repair rather than replace products such as mechanical and electrical 
items e.g. local repair stations, where items can be taken to be fixed. 

Better cycling infrastructure to make cycling a safe and efficient means of transport.  Currently 
it is dangerous to cycle due to poor driving standards and a lack of segregated routes for 
cycling.  Cycle only routes should be available on all main routes.  Signage and maintenance 
of cycle routes should also be improved with specific budgets to implement this. 

Encourage local ‘green’ energy generation through grants for solar panels or small wind 
turbines for private homes as well as for technology such as air source heat pumps.   

Divert subsidies away from carbon-based energy production such as oil and gas and 
encourage on-shore wind farms with subsidies instead. 

Laws to require councils to maintain biodiversity staff including ecologists or similar roles 
within planning departments, biodiversity officers to advise councils and rangers to educate 
the public and to implement habitat management actions. 

Better enforcement of environmental legislation and a more habitat based approach to 
protection of biodiversity.  Currently enforcement of legislation is very poor on a wide range 
of issues, particularly wildlife crime involving both malicious and reckless breaches of the law. 

The law is currently piecemeal and is not based on a systematic assessment of conservation 
priorities e.g. bird have a high level of protection, whereas habitats, fungi and invertebrates, 
which form the basis of all terrestrial ecosystems are very poorly protected.  High quality 
semi-natural habitat should not be allowed to be damaged under any circumstances, since 
these habitats represents such as tiny fraction of the land area of Scotland and the vast 
majority of land is already in a highly degraded ecological state.  A complete overhaul of 
existing legislation is required to achieve this. 
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Open Mosaic Habitat (OMH), which can occur on brownfield sites, must be recognised for its 
importance to the survival of a range of wildlife.  Despite OMH being a Scottish Biodiversity 
List habitat, it is currently prioritised for development under planning policy, regardless of its 
importance for wildlife.  Regulation is required to ensure such sites are identified and 
assessed during the planning process. 

Legislation is required to take into account the impact light pollution is having on catestrophic 
invertebrate declines.  Local councils and developers need to minimise light pollution in new 
developments as well as reducing light pollution in current built environments. 

Commercial peat extraction must be banned immediately.  The Scottish Government is 
funding Peatland Action to restore peatland, while allowing commercial peat extraction to 
continue.   

Salmon farming must be regulated to avoid the extinction of Scottish wild salmon populations 
through disease and parasites, as well as escapees interbreeding with wild populations and 
reducing genetic adaptedness to their local conditions (outbreeding depression).  Salmon 
farms release huge amounts of pollution into sensitive sea loch ecosystems due to the 
chemicals used to combat parasites such as sea lice.  Regulation is prevent these practices 
from continuing. 

The profile of the Scottish Biodiversity List SBL needs to be raised so that public bodies take 
these species and habitats into account, as was the original intention of the SBL.  This does 
not currently appear to be happening. 

Scotland needs to produce sustainable timber for its domestic needs, however, better 
regulation is required in the forestry industry to ensure that land is assessed for its habitat 
and species value before new planting or re-stocking is permitted.  This is especially 
important given the plans for such a dramatic increase in forestry plantation cover in future 
years.  A preliminary ecological appraisal or at least an ecological desk study should be 
required as a minimum.  If any significant issues are identified, then further surveys should 
be carried out in order to understand the impacts that forest management may have on 
ecosystems and to find ways to avoid or reduce these impacts.  Currently conservation issues 
are often only flagged up by NGOs or volunteers, with no requirement for input from 
ecologists at any stage.  In this respect forestry applications falls well short of the planning 
process for other developments types, despite having the potential to damage habitats of 
conservation as much or more than building projects. 

It should be possible for Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) to be altered to include 
new features if species or habitats of conservation importance are discovered and similarly it 
should be possible to expand or create new SSSIs for the same reasons.  Monitoring of the 
condition of SSSIs should take place to ensure that negative pressures are not damaging the 
conservation features that make them important.  None of these things are currently 
happening. 

 


